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young men, by declaring that their appearance was
like that of Mr. Canning. Most, even of his own
close associates, assumed that when Canning went
into Parliament, he would at once take the position
of a Whig, and rank himself with the opponents of
the Tories. But Canning was at this time and for
long after strongly under the influence of Pitt, to
whom, indeed, he owed in great measure his first
chance of obtaining a seat in the House of
Commons ; and also under the influence of Lord
Liverpool, by whom it is said that he was first intro-
duced to Pitt, and who had been a close friend of his
at Oxford. Canning made himself conspicuous for
a long time, principally as a dashing and daring
assailant of the Opposition. He even stood up to
Fox himself, with a courage that perhaps, only youth
can satisfactorily explain. If Canning had any
deliberate personal purpose in the course he took,
it was possibly the result of a conviction that a
man cannot begin too early in striving to make
an impression by any means on the House of
Commons. Without genuine ability to back it, this
sort of policy is sure to be a failure ; but it may turn
out to be a success if it is employed as a means of
challenging attention to a capacity for public utterance,
which might otherwise remain unnoticed, until some
great opportunity came. The sensitiveness of Can-
ning's nature might make it seem unlikely that such
a man could adopt such a policy for the mere sake of
making himself conspicuous in Parliament, and yet
we all know that very sensitive natures do often exist
with a daring ambition and an undismayed courage.
VOL. i.                          9